Draft Method for Determining Attainment of Env-Wq 1703.19 Related to
Water Level Fluctuations in Impoundments Requiring Water Quality Certification

Step 1. Impoundment
identified for analysis

This policy only applies to
impoundments for which a
new or modified Water Quality
Certificate is needed.

Step 2. De minimus
Threshold

De minimus threshold of 1 foot
follows Maine DEP regulations
(Chapter 587) for summer season.

Step 3. Significant or
Insignificant
Determination
(Env-Wq 1708.09a)

Screening level analysis uses
bathymetry of the impoundment
and assumes the littoral zone is
between the 0 to 15 foot isobaths.
Examples of “site specific factors”
are absence of habitat, ice, and
water management plans for
protected instream flows per
Env-Wq 1900. “Site specific data”
may include mapping of rooted
macrophytes to delineate the
littoral zone.

Step 4. Quantifying
Impact and Social &
Economic Justification

BCG Tiers 5 and 6 indicate

major or severe changes in the
structure and function of the
biological community. Therefore,
the conditions in Env-Wq 1703.19
could not be met.

Step 5. Agency
Determination
Dashed lines indicate a

simplification of a complicated
process.
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